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NOTES AND NEWS 



At the meeting of the English Folk-Lore Society on February 16, the 
Rev. J. H. Weekes read a paper on " The Congo Medicine Man and his 
Black and White Magic," of which the following account is from the 
Athenceum for February 26: 

" Mr. Weekes said that there were some fifty different ngangas in the 
Lower Congo, there being one for every known disease and every possible 
emergency that could occur in native life, and that they appear to prac- 
tise both black and white magic. Any person, rich or poor, man or woman, 
who was sufficiently artful and energetic, could become a nganga. Mr. 
Weekes went on to describe at length some of the more important of the 
ngangas and their method of practising, including one who employed 
thunder and lightning for inflicting injury on his client's enemy, one who 
had control of the rain, and one who alone could perform the ceremonies 
necessary to enable a man or woman to remarry. If a family suspects 
that one of its members is under the ban of a nganga, the ceremony of 
" marrying " the fetish into the family is gone through to restrain its 
eagerness for harm. The power of the fetishes belonging to the ngangas 
resided in small bundles comprising various articles, according to the 
nature of the power to be exercised; small portions of these bundles were 
placed in holes in the head or stomach of the fetish when his aid was to be 
invoked. Mr. Weekes laid great stress on the fact that the fetishes were 
not worshipped. Their powers were feared and implicitly believed in — 
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even to the extent of leaving a man to die when once a nganga had de- 
clared his approaching death — but the fetishes were never bowed down to 
or praised." 

" Little has hitherto been known of the language of the Tana tribe of 
Indians, who occupy part of Shasta County, in the northern region of 
California. This want has now been supplied by Messrs. E. Sapir and 
B. B. Dixon, who have contributed to the ninth volume of the Publica- 
tions of the University of California a series of legends recorded from the 
lips of the two last survivors of those learned in the tribal traditions. 
One of these tales is a remarkable variant of the Prometheus type of 
legend, describing how Fox, Sandpiper, and Coyote stole the fire, how the 
world was burned, and how the thieves escaped in a basket which Spider 
hauled up to heaven by his thread. Another and less complete version 
of the tale has been published by Mr. J. Curtin in his ' Creation Myths 
of Primitive America.' The present collection of tales, recorded in two 
dialects, will preserve for the use of philologists a language which is 
fated before long to disappear." — Nature, April 7. 

At the meeting on April 4 of the Aristotelian Society, Mr. H. W. 
Carr read a paper on " Bergson's Theory of Instinct," of which the fol- 
lowing abstract is from The Aihenasum for April 16 : " The philosophical 
aspect of the problem of instinct is concerned with the question whether 
instinct, as we observe it in examples such as ants and bees, is a form of 
knowledge, different from and comparable with intelligence, or whether 
it is a form of reflex action that may develop into or result from intelli- 
gence. M. Bergson holds that instinct and intelligence are two forms of 
psychical activity which are completely different from one another in the 
method of their action on inert matter; that they represent two powers 
which must be supposed to have lain together in the original impetus of 
life, and which appear to have been evolved at the expense of one another ; 
and that they correspond to two forms of knowledge which we may dis- 
tinguish in our own consciousness, viz., intelligence, which gives us our 
knowledge of the external world of solid matter, the subject-matter of the 
physical sciences, and intuition, which is a knowledge of life by life." 

The Society for Philosophical Inquiry held a memorial meeting in 
honor of the late Dr. William T. Harris, formerly U. S. Commissioner of 
Education, at the George Washington University, on Tuesday, May 3, 
1910, at 4 :45 with the following program : " The Genesis of the Philos- 
opher," by Kev. Dr. J. Macbride Sterrett; " His Philosophy," Dr. Edward 
E. Bichardson; "Dr. Harris as U. S. Commissioner of Education," 
Dr. Elmer Ellsworth Brown, U. S. Commissioner of Education; "Dr. 
Harris as Interpreter of Dante," Bev. Dr. Sewall ; " Impressions of 
Dr. Harris as Teacher of Philosophy," Bev. Dr. U. G. Pierce. 

Mr. H. Foster Adams, fellow in the University of Chicago, has been 
appointed instructor in psychology in the University of Kansas. 

Professor Arthur H. Pierce, of Smith College, will assume editorial 
charge of the Psychological Bulletin in September. 

Mr. J. A. Smith has just been elected Waynflete professor of Meta- 
physics at Oxford University, in place of Professor Case. 



